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"In our Thematic Network, the B-THENET
Centres, together with their beekeeping
communities, both at national and
international level, serve as the engine,
while the advisors act as the fuel that
powers it."

Giovanni Formato
B-THENET Project Coordinator

B-THENET is the rst EU-wide network for sustainable
beekeeping, providing EU beekeepers and advisors
with practical beekeeping solutions and training,
co-developed with practising beekeepers and tailored to the
respective country. The network includes 18 partners from
the apiculture sector, including beekeepers’ associations,
research institutes, and universities. We operate 13 National
B-THENET Centres across Europe and 3 International Centres
to foster the improvement of the beekeeping sector both at
national and transnational levels.



https://www.bthenet.eu/

WHAT IS A
NATIONAL
B THENET
CENTRE? _
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KINGDOM

THE
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National B-THENET Centres link beekeepers’
associations with research institutes and universities
in the 13 countries involved in the project to provide
essential, practical knowledge and training on Best
Beekeeping Practices (BBPS).

Best beekeeping practices (BBPs) are those practices

(as GBPs and BMBSs) that have been adapted to a specic
geographical context (e.g., di erent climatic and
environmental conditions) and a speci ¢ beekeeping
context (e.g., di erent bee genetics, beekeeping
equipment, and diseases). They represent the state

of the art of beekeeping for a given area. BBPs are
collaboratively developed by beekeepers, advisors,
researchers, and experts in B-THENET on topics that
involve honey bee management.

We have established the rst EU platform in apiculture to
promote friendly cross-border dialogue and knowledge
exchange among beekeepers, advisors, and other key
stakeholders in the beekeeping sector.
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Our 13 centres across Europe support beekeepers
and advisors, providing:

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
FOR BEEKEEPERS, ADVISORS AND
OTHER STAKEHOLDERS

» Conferences

e On- eld events and talks

* \Webinars

OUR CENTRES’
FACILITIES INCLUDE

» Demonstration apiaries

* Laboratories (Please note that having
a laboratory is not a requirement for
our centres)

» Meeting rooms



L Coordinating B-THENET team

. * National UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ
- THE YN
N ET University of Graz

Department of Biology

¢ . Centre
* « Austria

Universitat Graz
Institut fir Biologie

Www.uni-graz.at

KEY PERSONNEL

Robert Brodschneider
Researcher/Lecturer

robert.brodschneider@uni-graz.at

bienenstand.at

Kristina Gratzer
Research assistant/Collaborator

kristina.gratzer@uni-graz.at

www.linkedin.com/in/kristina-gratzer

NATIONAL CENTRES’
FACILITIES

Our facilities include:
* Meeting Rooms
» Experimental Apiary

These facilities are designed to foster
an environment of learning, innovation,
and practical application.


https://www.facebook.com/UniversitaetGraz
https://www.linkedin.com/school/university-of-graz/
https://www.instagram.com/universityofgraz/
https://www.youtube.com/unigraz
https://x.com/UniGraz
http://www.uni-graz.at
http://bienenstand.at
mailto:robert.brodschneider%40uni-graz.at?subject=
mailto:Kristina.gratzer%40uni-graz.at?subject=
http://www.linkedin.com/in/kristina-gratzer-295327172

COLLABORATING PARTNERS

Biene Osterreich

% www.biene-oesterreich.at

facebook.com/biene.oesterreich

PEOPLE INVOLVED

Reinhard Hetzenauer
President of Austrian Beekeeper's Association

COLLABORATION
DETAILS

The National B-THENET Centre Austria is a
collaborative initiative between the University

of Graz and Biene Osterreich, Austria’s
umbrella organisation for beekeepers. With

the University of Graz’'s Department of Biology
having conducted research on honey bees for
decades, the National B-THENET Centre’s focus
is on promoting best practices in beekeeping.
The Centre conducts activities both in-person
and virtually throughout the country, aiming

to encourage bottom-up participation from
beekeepers to discuss, identify, and evaluate
the best beekeeping practices. To achieve this,
we attend beekeeping-related events in Austria
and organise workshops and consultations with
beekeepers and stakeholders.

OVERVIEW

Biene Osterreich, the umbrella
organisation for the Austrian
Beekeeper’s Association and the
Austrian Professional Beekeeper’s
Association, serves as the primary
contact point for all beekeeping
agendas in Austria.



https://de-de.facebook.com/biene.oesterreich/
https://www.biene-oesterreich.at/

L Coordinating B-THENET team
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Ghent University Honeybee Valley

Universiteit Gent

www.ugent.be www.honeybeevalley.eu

KEY PERSONNEL

Ellen Danneels
Head beekeeping

ellen.danneels@ugent.be

www.linkedin.com/in/ellen-danneels

Kamiar Torabi
PhD-student

kamiar.torabi@ugent.be

www.linkedin.com/in/kamiar-torabi

NATIONAL CENTRES’
FACILITIES

Our facilities include:

¢ One apiary with 12 colonies

* Meeting rooms and other meeting
spaces

» Honey extraction facility

* Small lab


https://www.facebook.com/ugent
https://www.facebook.com/honeybeevalley.be
https://www.linkedin.com/school/ghent-university/
https://www.instagram.com/ugent/
https://www.youtube.com/user/UniversiteitGent
https://x.com/ugent
https://x.com/honeybeevalley
https://www.ugent.be/en
https://www.honeybeevalley.eu/
mailto:Ellen.Danneels%40UGent.be?subject=
mailto:kamiar.torabi%40ugent.be?subject=
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kamiar-torabi/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ellen-danneels-02095b41/

COLLABORATING PARTNERS

Koninklijke Vlaamse
Imkershond @@  Imkersbond (KonVIB)
"'h-—--"

www.konvib.be

www.facebook.com/konvib.vzw

PEOPLE INVOLVED

Geert Meersdom
Chairman (KonVIB)

As chairman, Geert strives for
sustainable beekeeping to guide
KonVIB and its members through the
beekeeping challenges of the future.

COLLABORATION
DETAILS

Firstly, training events and
workshops are organised with the
local beekeeping associations
under this umbrella organisation.
Additionally, collaboration occurs
when organising national events.
Moreover, board members are
consulted when planning advisor
trainings, workshops, and panel
discussions on various B-THENET
themes, such as the panel discussion
on fostering the application of
biotechnical Varroa control.

OVERVIEW

The Royal Flemish Beekeepers Union
(KonVIB) has been supporting the

e orts and activities of its members
for over 100 years in Flanders.

A symbiotic collaboration exists
between beekeepers, beekeeping
associations, scienti ¢ institutes,
policymakers, and several other
partners.



http://www.konvib.be
https://www.facebook.com/konvib.vzw

COLLABORATING PARTNERS

Vlaams Bijeninstituut
(VBI)

www.vlaamsbijeninstituut.be

https://www.facebook.com/
Vlaamsbijeninstituut

www.instagram.com/
vlaamsbijeninstituut/?hl=en

PEOPLE INVOLVED

René De Backer
Chairman Vlaams Bijeninstituut (VBI)

As a chemist by training, René

';, held various positions within a
multinational company. He is a strong
advocate of a scienti c approach to
the problems facing our bees and has
been a beekeeper since 1981.

COLLABORATION
DETAILS

The National BTHENET Centre Belgium
collaborates closely with VBI, as it does
with KonVIB, to organise training events
and workshops. It also works with VBI
to coordinate national event planning.
Additionally, the Centre consults with
board members to organise advisor
trainings, workshops, and panel
discussions on various B-THENET
themes, such as the implementation of
biotechnical Varroa control.

OVERVIEW

VBI is a main umbrella organisation
of local beekeeping associations and
people interested in beekeeping in
Flanders, Belgium.

The goal of the organisation is to
develop activities to maintain and
extend the natural habitat and, more
speci cally, the flora for the benet

of pollen- and nectar-eating insects,
particularly the honeybee.

Additionally, it fosters beekeeping
training and the organisation of
educational bee(keeping)-related
events, and provides information

and advice to beekeepers and those
interested in beekeeping. Lastly, it
represents beekeeper interests to the
government.



https://vlaamsbijeninstituut.be/
https://www.facebook.com/Vlaamsbijeninstituut
https://www.instagram.com/vlaamsbijeninstituut/?hl=en

L Coordinating B-THENET team
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* . Croatia University of Zagreb . Department for

Biology and Pathology of Fish and Bees/
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine

Sveu iliSte u Zagrebu . Zavod za biologiju i
patologiju riba i p ela/Veterinarski fakultet

www.vef.unizg.hr

KEY PERSONNEL

Ivana Tlak Gajger
Full Professor/ Head of National Laboratory for Honeybee Diseases

ittak@vef.unizg.hr ittak6@gmail.com
www.croris.hr/osobe/pro 1/1151

www.linkedin.com/in/ivana-tlak-gajger

NATIONAL CENTRES’
FACILITIES

Our facilities include:

¢ An educative archive station
dedicated to beekeeping

» The Laboratory for Honeybee
Diseases (APISlab)

» Two observation honeybee
colonies

» Facilities for lectures and
oces



https://www.facebook.com/veterinarski.fakultet.zagreb
https://www.instagram.com/vef.unizg/
https://www.vef.unizg.hr/en/
https://www.croris.hr/osobe/profil/1151
mailto:itlak%40vef.unizg.hr?subject=
mailto:itlak6%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ivana-tlak-gajger-9479bb64/

COLLABORATING PARTNERS

Croatian Beekeepers Federation

www.pcela.hr

www.facebook.com/hrvatskipcelarskisavez

OVERVIEW

The Croatian Beekeepers for laws related to beekeeping,
Federation, founded in bee health, and pesticide use
1954, now comprises 154 in agriculture and forestry.
beekeeping associations with The Federation also focuses
over 6,300 members. Its main on environmental protection,
activities include raising combating honey and other
awareness of bees' importance bee products counterfeiting,
in pollination, unifying consumer education, and
members' e orts according promoting ecological

to regulations, promoting beekeeping, apitourism, and
Croatian honey, and advocating apitherapy. Additionally, it
COLLABORATION

DETAILS

Our institutions are in
continuous collaboration on
all activities related to the
health protection of bees,
the promotion of beekeeping,
and good laboratory and

eld practices, as well as the
implementation of legislative
frameworks.

collaborates with social,
scienti ¢, and educational

organisations, commercial
entities, and international
beekeeping associations. The
Federation also organises
educational lectures and
publishes the professional
magazine “The Croatian Bee.’



https://www.pcela.hr/main.php
https://www.facebook.com/hrvatskipcelarskisavez/?_rdc=1&_rdr
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Danish Beekeepers Association

Danmarks Biavlerforening

www.biavl.dk

KEY PERSONNEL

Flemming Vejsnaes
Advisor, Biologist

fv@biavl.dk

https://www.linkedin.com/in/flemming-vejsn

Ole Kilpinen

Advisor, Biologist

olek@biavl.dk

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ole-kilpinen

NATIONAL CENTRES’
FACILITIES

Our facilities include:
* One apiary with six colonies

* Meeting rooms and other
meeting facilities

Honey laboratory
» Advisor o ces

* The main o ces of the
Beekeepers Association



https://www.facebook.com/danmarksbiavlerforening
https://www.instagram.com/danmarksbiavlerforening/
https://www.youtube.com/@webinardanmarksbiavlerfore419
https://www.biavl.dk/
mailto:fv%40biavl.dk?subject=
mailto:olek%40biavl.dk?subject=
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ole-kilpinen-90173613/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/flemming-vejsn%C3%A6s-896b301a0/

COLLABORATING PARTNERS

-7 Department of Agroecology, OVERVIEW
AARHUS UNIVERSITY Ao rhiis University
The Department of Agroecology

www.biforskning. dk integrates several key activities,

orcid.org/0000-0001-5306-3230 including taking care of honeybee
health, monitoring honeybee
population genetics, advising on
honeybee forage plants, improving
honeybee pollination, and
educating beekeepers on better
practices.

PEOPLE INVOLVED

Per Kryger

Senior Researcher in the Department of Agroecology
Working since 2004 in State lab

for bee health, Aarhus University,
1998-2004 PostDoc University of
Pretoria, South Africa, PhD from
TU-Berlin, Germany.

COLLABORATION
DETAILS

The Department of Agroecology and
the Danish Beekeepers Association have
been working closely together since
1909 in various capacities. Currently,
we are engaged in promoting the state
apiary registry, which beekeepers

can sign up for and use as a means to
report disease outbreaks and prevent
their spread. Independently, we are
surveying the apiaries for various
honeybee diseases.

13


http://www.biforskning.dk
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5306-3230

L Coordinating B-THENET team

* « National

- ™ THE (225N UNIVERSITY OF
o NET Sy HOHENHEIM

s S

.
¢ Centre

* « Germany o _
University of Hohenheim

State Institute of Bee Research

Universitat Hohenheim
Landesanstalt flir Bienenkunde

www.bienenkunde.uni-hohenheim.de

KEY PERSONNEL

Kirsten Traynor
Director

kirsten.traynor@uni-hohenheim.de

https://www.linkedin.com/in/kirstenstraynor

Sandra (G.) Mustafa

Research Scientist

sandra.mustafa@uni-hohenheim.de

NATIONAL CENTRES’
FACILITIES

Our facilities include:

 Diverse apiaries managing
175 colonies
A large research facility

featuring laboratories,
seminar rooms, and technical

facilities



https://bienenkunde.uni-hohenheim.de/
mailto:kirsten.traynor%40uni-hohenheim.de?subject=
mailto:sandra.mustafa%40uni-hohenheim.de?subject=
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kirstenstraynor/
https://www.facebook.com/UniHohenheim
https://www.instagram.com/hohenheimbees/
https://www.youtube.com/user/unihohenheim
https://x.com/unihohenheim

COLLABORATING PARTNERS

OVERVIEW

The German Beekeepers
Association (Deutscher
Imkerbund e.V., D.1.B.), founded
in 1907, is one of the oldest
beekeeping organisations
worldwide, with 137,300
members. They help ensure the
production of quality honey by
training beekeepers throughout
the country on how to process
honey so that it retains its

PEOPLE INVOLVED

COLLABORATION
DETAILS

They are the project partner for the
German B-THENET Centre, helping

to disseminate surveys and best
beekeeping practices throughout
their extensive network.

Deutscher Imkerbund
deutscherimkerbund.de

www.instagram.com/imkerbund_dib

aroma and enzyme properties.
Only after successfully
completing a honey quality
course may beekeepers use the
D.1.B. honey jar and branding
to market their honey. Their
brand, “Real German Honey,”
has stood for a high-quality
and all-natural product since
1925, and the trademark jar
with its distinctive label enjoys
wide consumer recognition.

Johann Fischer
D.I.B. advisory board member

Responsible for beekeeper
education and extension.

The D.I.B. has a hierarchical
structure of local, district, and
state beekeeping organisations.
As a politically active interest
group, the D.I.B. advocates for
the interests of beekeepers

at national, European, and
international levels. They are
an important point of contact
for political decision-makers,
associations, science and
research, as well as companies
and the media, for all aspects
that impact bee health and
husbandry. Through their
extensive network and large
membership, they can advocate
for the rights of beekeepers and
help ensure honey bee health.

Leon Reinhold

Beekeeping consultant in Karlsruhe,
Germany

He supports the activation and
motivation of the network of
German beekeeping consultants
to actively participate in the
B-THENET project on behalf of
the D.I.B.

15


https://deutscherimkerbund.de/2-Willkommen
https://www.instagram.com/imkerbund_dib/

L Coordinating B-THENET team
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HELLENIC AGRICULTURAL
Centre ORGANIZATION - DIMITRA

* ¢« Greece

Hellenic Agricultural Organization DIMITRA

Institute of Animal Science -

Department of Apiculture

CAAAVAEAE +;TCHALAE —Clhn! AEY¥AE 20 ™",
“'EEAEon«En «EAEE ¥AE ‘TAE£ E »C»%Ii% E
™Y ¥» o AAEEnf£u¥i»E

WWW.rias.gr

KEY PERSONNEL

Fani Hatjina
Research Director, ELGO DIMITRA -
Institute of Animal Science

fhatjina@elgo.gr

https://www.linkedin.com/in/fani-hatjina

Leonidas Charistos
Principal Researcher, ELGO DIMITRA -
Institute of Animal Science - Department of Apiculture

leocharistos@elgo.gr

www.linkedin.com/in/leonidas-charistos

NATIONAL CENTRES’
FACILITIES

Our facilities include:

» Two apiaries with approximately
200 colonies

» Teaching, meeting, and
demonstration rooms

« Facilities for bee disease
management, and alternative
methods for queen mating


https://www.facebook.com/ELGODIMITRA
http://www.rias.gr
mailto:fhatjina%40elgo.gr?subject=
mailto:leocharistos%40elgo.gr?subject=
https://www.linkedin.com/in/leonidas-charistos-ba211584/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/fani-hatjina-72909114/

COLLABORATING PARTNERS
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Federation of Greek
Beekeepers Association

Www.omse.gr

www.facebook.com/OMSE.gr

OVERVIEW

The Federation of Greek Beekeepers'
Associations (OMSE) is the highest trade union
body of beekeepers in Greece and has around 60
beekeeping associations as members.

O.M.S.E. is a member of "APIMONDIA",
"APISLAVIA" and EPBA.

COLLABORATION
DETAILS

OMSE is the Federation of Greek Beekeepers'
Associations and collaborates with research
institutions and academic departments in all
aspects of the bees’ world.

There is a long-standing collaboration

between ELGO and OMSE, focusing on training,
publication of articles, and the organisation of
annual beekeeping events.

The general purpose of the Federation

is to assert, promote, and safeguard the
economic, social, and professional interests of
beekeepers. Additionally, the purpose of the
Federation is the supervision and protection
of the authenticity of beekeeping products,
the development and dissemination of the
union spirit within the professional class, the
generalisation of participation in primary
beekeeping trade union organisations, and
the systematic and scienti ¢ study, search,
monitoring, promotion, and resolution of every
issue concerning the beekeeping profession.

PEOPLE INVOLVED

Aikaterini Karatasou

Apicultural Supervisor at the Federation of Greek Beekeepers'
Associations, as part of the National Apicultural Programme.

Veterinarian with clinical and lab experience
specialising in bee pathology, beekeeping, and
apitherapy; an accomplished beekeeper and
instructor on the health bene ts of bee products
and the crucial role of bees in our food supply,
health, and environment.



https://www.omse.gr/
https://www.facebook.com/OMSE.gr/
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* ¢« Hungary

KEY PERSONNEL

Gyula Kasza
Associate Professor

kasza.Gyula@univet.hu

scholar.google.com

NATIONAL CENTRES’
FACILITIES

Ouir facilities include:

* A meeting room for
professional consultations with
collaborating partners

» A food laboratory capable of
executing microbiological,
toxicological and techno-
functional testing

The University of Veterinary
Medicine Budapest campus, the
national B-THENET centre

www.linkedin.com/in/gyula-kasza

Atilla Kunszabd
Assistant Research Fellow

scholar.google.com

Coordinating B-THENET team

University of Veterinary Medicine Budapest
Department of Applied Food Science

EPPEXSVZSWXYHSQ>RIM )K]IXIQ
%POEPQE~ASXX "PIPQMWAIVXYHSQ>R]M 8E

univet.hu

Johanna Koczan
Veterinary Student

kunszabo.atilla@univet.hu www.linkedin.com/in/Koczan-johanna

www.linkedin.com/in/atilla-kunszab



https://www.facebook.com/UnivetHU/
https://www.instagram.com/univet_budapest/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbGhdRnk0kCIVJKjOr6p5lQ
https://x.com/UNIVET_Budapest
https://univet.hu/en/
mailto:Kasza.Gyula%40univet.hu?subject=
mailto:kunszabo.atilla%40univet.hu?subject=
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=el6pRc0AAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=t9vYOzMAAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao
https://www.linkedin.com/in/gyula-kasza-752439200/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/atilla-kunszab%C3%B3-82b037214/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/k%C3%B3cz%C3%A1n-johanna-860882188/

COLLABORATING PARTNERS

OVERVIEW

The Hungarian National
Beekeeping Association (Orszagos
Magyar Méhészeti Egyestilet,
OMME) is the primary professional
organisation representing
beekeepers in Hungary. With its
extensive network of members, the
association plays a crucial role

in supporting and protecting the

COLLABORATION
DETAILS

In B-THENET, OMME collaborates with
the University of Veterinary Medicine
Budapest to support research and
innovation in the eld of beekeeping.
Through this partnership, OMME
contributes to the development and
dissemination of best practices and
the organisation of national and
regional beekeeping events, directly
reaching out to Hungarian beekeepers.

economic, social, and professional
interests of Hungarian beekeepers.
OMME actively works to promote
the development of sustainable
beekeeping practices, ensure

the quality and authenticity of
beekeeping products, and provide
training and educational resources
for its members.



http://www.omme.hu/

L Coordinating B-THENET team
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APIMONDIA - International

Federation of Beekeepers’ Associations

www.apimondia.org

KEY PERSONNEL

Filippo Jannoni Sebastianini
Executive O cer

apimondia@mclink.it

NATIONAL CENTRES’
FACILITIES

Associazione Le Api nel

Cuore, along with its sta and
associates, will o er technical
and reference support to Italian
beekeepers and stakeholders.


mailto:apimondia%40mclink.it?subject=
https://www.apimondia.org/
https://www.facebook.com/apimondiafederation
https://www.instagram.com/apimondiabees/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHjmK-QrJr2utgtaY3WMzLg
https://x.com/apimondia

COLLABORATING PARTNERS

Associazione Le Api
nel Cuore ODV

www.leapinelcuore.it

Fe g nel crore

www.facebook.com/leapinelcuore

www.instagram.com/leapinelcuore

PEOPLE INVOLVED

Gianluca Capanna

President of the association
Le Api nel Cuore ODV

Graduated in Environmental Prevention
Techniques in work and living spaces
and in Health Prevention Sciences
(Public Health). Registered with the
Board of Prevention Technicians and the
College of Graduated Industrial Experts
of L'Aquila. Beekeeper since 2018.

COLLABORATION
DETAILS

Apimondia, in collaboration with
Associazione Le Api nel Cuore
oversees the development of the
National B-THENET Centre in
Italy. Best practices within Italy
are established, and meetings and
workshops for Italian beekeepers are
organised. Technical and reference
support to Italian beekeepers and
stakeholders will be provided by
Associazione Le Api nel Cuore
through its sta and associates.

OVERVIEW

The association "Le Api Nel Cuore"
was founded in October 2019 by young
people from Abruzzo who wanted

to share their work experiences and
passions to raise awareness about
environmental protection, speci cally
biodiversity. The symbol of all this

is the bee, a pollinating insect
essential for the reproduction of 80%
of cultivated and wild plant species,
which also serves as a sentinel of
environmental quality. Therefore, the
main objective of the association is
to disseminate knowledge about this
insect and its role in maintaining the
ecosystem balance.



https://www.leapinelcuore.it/
https://www.facebook.com/leapinelcuore/
https://www.instagram.com/leapinelcuore/
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* « Poland . . .
The National Institute of Horticultural

Research Apiculture Division
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www.inhort.pl

KEY PERSONNEL

Ma gorzata Bie kowska
Professor/ Head of the Apiculture Division

malgorzata.bienkowska@inhort.pl

www.researchgate.net/pro le/

Malgorzata-Bienkowska
Aleksandra Splitt
Doctor
aleksandra.splitt@gmail.com
www.researchgate.net/

pro le/Aleksandra-Splitt

Jacek Jachu a
Doctor

jacek.jachula@inhort.pl

www.researchgate.net/

pro le/Jacek-Jachula

Beata Panasiuk
Doctor

beata.panasiuk@inhort.pl

www.researchgate.net/
pro le/Beata-Panasiuk

NATIONAL CENTRES’
FACILITIES

Our facilities include:

e Seven apiaries, including one managed
under an ecological system (totalling
180 colonies)

* A conference room, the national
B-THENET centre o ce

» A bee products quality laboratory

22



https://www.inhort.pl/#
mailto:malgorzata.bienkowska%40inhort.pl?subject=
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Malgorzata-Bienkowska
mailto:aleksandra.splitt%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Aleksandra-Splitt
mailto:jacek.jachula%40inhort.pl?subject=
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Jacek-Jachula
mailto:beata.panasiuk%40inhort.pl?subject=
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Beata-Panasiuk
https://www.facebook.com/InstytutOgrodnictwa
https://www.linkedin.com/company/instytut-ogrodnictwa-pa%C5%84stwowy-instytut-badawczy/
https://www.youtube.com/c/InstytutOgrodnictwa/featured

COLLABORATING
PARTNERS

ZRZESZENIE OVERVIEW

PSZCZELARZY
KgAﬁowsﬂ('TCH The Cracow Beekeepers' Association is an

organisation bringing together over 200
local beekeepers from the Ma opolska
region. The association welcomes

Cracow Beekeeper's Association

zrzeszeniepszczelarzykrakowskich.pl beekeepers of all levels, including

www.facebook.com/zpkrk beginners, hobbyists, and professionals.
It organises professional training
sessions and meetings, and provides
assistance and support to beekeepers in
the eld of apiary management.

PEOPLE INVOLVED

Przemys aw Szeliga

President of the Polish Association of Queen Bee
Breeders and the Association of Beekeepers

A passionate and professional beekeeper,
he established the breeding apiary
"Pasieka Szeligéw." He is dedicated

to improving honey bee selection for
higher hygienic behavior, gentleness,

and sustainable colony development,
aiming to enhance breeding in terms

of economy, ergonomics, and stability
while maintaining high-quality honey

bee queens.

COLLABORATION
DETAILS

The collaboration includes organising
conferences and training sessions for
beekeepers, as well as disseminating
scienti ¢ knowledge. It acts as a
bridge between scienti ¢ research and
key stakeholders.


https://zrzeszeniepszczelarzykrakowskich.pl/index.php?fbclid=IwAR0UQGJ-D0WQsKtadLKaLxeTYS9xzeFhJK-_ZDwRyA9kiM8iamZ5QecD3_s
https://www.facebook.com/zpkrk/

L Coordinating B-THENET team
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* « Slovakia o . N
University of Veterinary Medicine

and Pharmacy in KoSice
O9RMZIVAMXE ZIXIVMR>VWOILS PIO>VWXZE

www.uvif.sk/en

KEY PERSONNEL

Juraj Topor ak
Assoc. prof. DVM. PhD/
university teacher

juraj.toporcak@uuvif.sk
https://www.linkedin.com/in/
juraj-toporcak-a98980259/

Dagmar Mudro ova
Prof. DVM. PhD/head of department

dagmar.mudronova@uvif.sk

https://www.linkedin.com/in/
dagmar-mudronova-9466162b0/

‘ Marek Ratvaj
DVM. PhD/university teacher

marek.ratvaj@uvlf.sk

NATIONAL CENTRES’
FACILITIES

Our facilities include:

» Three apiaries with a total of 120
colonies

« A conference room, laboratory and
teaching rooms, and educational
facilities for beekeeping


https://www.uvlf.sk/en
mailto:juraj.toporcak%40uvlf.sk?subject=
mailto:marek.ratvaj%40uvlf.sk?subject=
mailto:dagmar.mudronova%40uvlf.sk%20?subject=
https://www.linkedin.com/in/juraj-toporcak-a98980259/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dagmar-mudronova-9466162b0/
https://www.facebook.com/uvlf.sk?rf=100381010012436
https://www.linkedin.com/school/university-of-veterinary-medicine-and-pharmacy-in-/
https://www.instagram.com/uvlf_kosice/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCm7jG0Ccy7MCxm8pRAc6R_Q
https://x.com/i/flow/login?redirect_after_login=%2FUVMP_Kosice

COLLABORATING PARTNERS

Slovensky
ZVaz voslarov

Slovak Beekeepers Association
https://vcelari.sk/

www.facebook.com/
vcelari.sk/

PEOPLE INVOLVED

Pavel Fi o, ing.
Director of the Secondary
School Pod BanoSom in
Banska Bystrica

COLLABORATION
DETAILS

The cooperation is aimed at supporting
professional communication with

the State Veterinary and Food
Administration of the Slovak Republic
and the Ministry of Agriculture and
Rural Development of the Slovak
Republic in promoting the interests of
beekeepers. It also includes training
veterinarians in bee health and honey
adulteration control.

OVERVIEW

The Slovak Beekeepers Association (SBA) is
an independent and apolitical association

of citizens and legal persons interested in
beekeeping, its development and enhancement.
The SBA’'s main mission is to advance and
improve beekeeping in Slovakia in various
aspects, including the beekeeping quality,

e ciency and rationalisation, bee health, IPR
protection relating to bee products of Slovak
origin, reduction of cost per production unit,

sale of bee products, use of bee colonies in
forestry and agriculture, awareness-raising and
environmental protection. SBA also organises
exhibitions, conferences, courses, seminars and
excursions, supports setting up clubs for young
beekeepers, and prepares and appoints trainers
in beekeeping and related elds. It promotes
research and innovation, liaises with public
authorities, higher education institutions,
professional bodies and other organizations in
Slovakia and abroad.



https://vcelari.sk/
https://www.facebook.com/vcelari.sk/

COLLABORATING PARTNERS

7 SUA
%g Siovak. University
\YZ i

Slovak University of Agriculture
in Nitra, Faculty of Agrobiology
and Food Resources, Institute
of Animal Husbandry

www.fapz.uniag.sk/

www.facebook.com/SPU.FAPZ/
www.instagram.com/fapz_spu/

www.youtube.com/channel/
UC3fGkqYHVigoFDTmf_sisJQ

COLLABORATION
DETAILS

The cooperation is focused on the
practical training of beekeepers and
university students with a focus on
diagnostic procedures in beekeeping.

PEOPLE INVOLVED

Robert Chlebo, assoc. prof., PhD

Associate Professor at the Institute
of Animal Husbandry of the Slovak
University of Agriculture in Nitra

OVERVIEW

The main mission of the institute is to
integrate and creatively develop educational,
scienti ¢ and research activities in the eld

of animal breeding and reproduction and
production of livestock commaodities.

Regarding beekeeping topics, the institute
focuses on studying the causes of colony
mortality and the production of quality and
safe bee products.



https://fapz.uniag.sk/en/history-of-faculty
https://sk-sk.facebook.com/SPU.FAPZ/
https://www.instagram.com/fapz_spu/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3fGkqYHVigoFDTmf_sisJQ

COLLABORATING PARTNERS

T ATEONLORORNASA PEOPLE INVOLVED

BANSKA BYSTRICA
Secondary Vocational School
Pod Banosom

SOS Pod Bano$om - School where you'll nd
your own path (sosbanbb.sk)

www.facebook.com/podbanosomsos/

www.instagram.com/
sos_pod_banosom_80/

Pavel Fi o, ing.
Director of the Secondary School Pod BanoSom
in Banska Bystrica.

OVERVIEW

The school's study programmes focus on
rural development, regional tourism and pet
keeping trade. The apprentice programmes
focus on food preparation topics and
beekeeping.

COLLABORATION
DETAILS

The cooperation is focused on the training and
continuing education of beekeepers, assistants
of o cial veterinarians but also students
enrolled on apiculture courses. Practical
training is carried out in facilities with the
highest quality equipment for the storage,
extraction and packaging of honey. We have
been collaborating in research in the eld
of bee nutrition and the use of probiotic
preparations and humic acids.
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https://en.sosbanbb.sk
https://www.facebook.com/podbanosomsos/
https://www.instagram.com/sos_pod_banosom_80/
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* « Slovenia

KEY PERSONNEL

Peter Kozmus

Professional leader of breeding
program for Carniolan honeybee

inffo@czs.si

www.linkedin.com/in/peter-kozmus

NATIONAL CENTRES’
FACILITIES

Ouir facilities include:

 Eleven apiaries, each with 4 bee
colonies and workshop facilities

Coordinating B-THENET team

Slovenian Beekeepers’ Association
AIFIPEVWOE ~ZI"E 7TPSZIRMNI

€n.czs.si


https://www.facebook.com/CebelarskaZvezaSlovenije
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8yzw9n5jBS5ciWdTXPJgtg
https://x.com/CzsNoc
https://en.czs.si/
mailto:info%40czs.si?subject=
https://www.linkedin.com/in/peter-kozmus-28199339/

COLLABORATING PARTNERS

. University of Liubljana

University of Ljubljana,
Veterinary faculty

www.vf.uni-lj.si/fen

PEOPLE INVOLVED

Dr. Metka Pislak Ocepek

COLLABORATION
DETAILS

The NVI is involved

in the preparation

and evaluation of best
beekeeping practices
and their promotion
among beekeepers.

ST

PREDSTAVITEy NAIBOLL
CEBELARSKIH pppys

OVERVIEW

The National Veterinary Institute of
Ljubljana  (NVI) is a leading Slovenian
institution focused on animal health,

public health, and food safety. The institute
is committed to ensuring the health of both
animals and humans through monitoring,
research, and diagnostic services.

Mission

NVI's mission is to safeguard animal health
and promote sustainable agriculture,
particularly through veterinary services,
disease surveillance, and scienti ¢
research. Special emphasis is placed

on the wellbeing of livestock, pets, and
pollinators such as bees, which are vital to
ecological balance and food production.

Vision

The vision of NVI is to be a centre of
excellence in veterinary science, fostering
innovation in animal health care and
disease prevention. The institute strives
to be recognised internationally for its
research in veterinary diagnostics and
environmental sustainability, particularly
in areas like beekeeping and biodiversity
conservation.



https://www.vf.uni-lj.si/en
https://www.facebook.com/veterinarskafakulteta/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/university-of-ljubljana-veterinary-faculty/
https://www.instagram.com/veterinarska_fakulteta/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCo6BySRhDflkFIxO-QW1lQ

L Coordinating B-THENET team
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® -
Spain
* 5P Complutense University of Madrid

- Department of Animal Health

IRMZIVWMHEH 'SQTPYXIRWI 1EHVMH TE

www.ucm.es/english

KEY PERSONNEL

Maria Aranzazu Meana Maries

Prof. Parasitology and Parasitic
diseases department

www.linkedin.com/in/prof-
dr-ar%C3%Alnzazu-meana-
ma%C3%B1les-dvm-phd-
dip-evpc-ebvs-specialist-
in-parasitology-a7b15539/

Blanca Montoro Prieto
Research Assistant

www.linkedin.com/in/
blancamontoroprieto/

NATIONAL CENTRES’
FACILITIES

Our facilities include:
» One apiary with 10 colonies
A teaching room for 70 participants

A laboratory for 24 participants, and a
showroom available for permanent visits

* Nearby, the Veterinary Faculty o ers
additional teaching and meeting rooms



https://www.ucm.es/english
https://www.linkedin.com/in/prof-dr-ar%C3%A1nzazu-meana-ma%C3%B1es-dvm-phd-dip-evpc-ebvs-specialist-in-parasitology-a7b15539/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/blancamontoroprieto/
https://www.facebook.com/UniComplutense
https://www.linkedin.com/school/universidadcomplutense/
https://www.instagram.com/uni.complutense/
https://www.youtube.com/ucomplutensemadrid
https://x.com/unicomplutense

COLLABORATING PARTNERS

Asociacion de Apicultores
de Guadalajara

https://apicultoresguadalajara.es/

www.facebook.com/people/Asociacion-de-
Apicultores-de-Guadalajara/61557672831891/

www.instagram.com/
asocapicultoresguadalajara/

Aula Apicola Sierra de Hoyo
www.aulaapicolahoyo.com
www.facebook.com/Aulaapicolasierrahoyo
https://x.com/AulaApicolaHoyo
https://es.pinterest.com/aulaapicolasier/

https://www.youtube.com/user/
aulaapicolahoyo

PEOPLE INVOLVED

Lola Moreno

Veterinarian in Asociacion de
Apicultores de Guadalajara

OVERVIEW

Since 1980, the Guadalajara Beekeepers
Association has represented beekeepers
in Spain.

COLLABORATION
DETAILS

The collaboration is focused on training
and is ongoing for 4 years.

PEOPLE INVOLVED
Ignacio Morando

Co founder of Aula Apicola Hoyo
de Manzanares

COLLABORATION
DETAILS

The collaboration is focused on training.

31


https://apicultoresguadalajara.es/
https://www.aulaapicolahoyo.com/
http://www.facebook.com/people/Asociación-de-Apicultores-de-Guadalajara/61557672831891/
https://www.instagram.com/asocapicultoresguadalajara/
https://www.facebook.com/Aulaapicolasierrahoyo
https://x.com/AulaApicolaHoyo
https://es.pinterest.com/aulaapicolasier/
https://www.youtube.com/user/aulaapicolahoyo

COLLABORATING PARTNERS

AVESPA Asociacion de Veterinarios
Especialistas en Sanidad y
Produccién Apicola

https://avespa.es/
www.facebook.com/avespaveterinariosapicolas/
www.instagram.com/avespa_vet/

www.linkedin.com/company/asociacion-
de-veterinarios-especialistas-en-
sanidad-y-produccién-apicola/

Fundacion Amigos de las Abejas
https://abejas.org/
www.facebook.com/FundacionAmigosdelasAbejas

https://x.com/i/flow/login?redirect_
after_login=%2FFAmigosAbejas

www.instagram.com/FAmigosAbejas/

www.youtube.com/channel/
UCkQt3h37S916rMB3RowyruQ

PEOPLE
INVOLVED

Jesus Llorente

President and Head of
Institutional Relations

PEOPLE INVOLVED

Miguel Alonso

Veterinarian and President
of AVESPA

COLLABORATION
DETAILS

The collaboration is focused on training
and has been ongoing for 4 years.

OVERVIEW

The main goal of the Friends of the Bees
Foundation is:

To raise public and institutional
awareness of the importance of bees in
the development and conservation of
ecosystems through their pollination work.

COLLABORATION
DETAILS

The collaboration is focused on
training and is ongoing for 4 years.
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* « Sweden

KEY PERSONNEL

Lotta Fabricius Kristiansen

NATIONAL CENTRES’
FACILITIES

Coordinating B-THENET team

Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences

7ZIVMKIW PERXFVYOWYRMZIVWMXIX
%HZMWSV] 7IVZMGIW

www.slu.se/en/
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COLLABORATING PARTNERS

PEOPLE INVOLVED

Swedish Professional

Beekeepers Association
https://biodlingsforetagarna.se/
www.facebook.com/biodlingsforetagarna
www.instagram.com/biodlingsforetagarna/
www.youtube.com/@biodlingsforetagarna8550

Emmy Sundstrém

A veterinarian with speci c
expertise in honey bees, she
runs the company Mellifera
Veterinartjanst.

OVERVIEW

The Swedish Professional Beekeepers
Association is an organisation that represents
the Swedish beekeeping industry.

COLLABORATION
DETAILS

The Swedish Professional Beekeepers
Assaociation is involved in the evaluation
of best beekeeping practices and their

promotion among beekeepers through

training and joint projects.




COLLABORATING PARTNERS

Swedish Beekeepers
Association

www.biodlarna.se
www.facebook.com/SverigesBiodlaresRiksforbund

www.instagram.com/biodlarna/

COLLABORATION
DETAILS

The Swedish Beekeepers Association
is involved in the evaluation of

best beekeeping practices and their
promotion among beekeepers through
training and joint projects.

PEOPLE INVOLVED

Richard Johansson

In charge of beekeeping
education and honey bee
health at the Swedish
Beekeepers Association.

OVERVIEW

The Swedish Beekeepers Association is
the interest organisation for the country's
beekeepers, who consist of individual
members a liated to beekeeping
associations. The associations are
organised into regions (25), which often
coincide with counties. The associations
cover a municipality or part of a
municipality. There are currently more than
270 local beekeeping associations with
almost 17 000 members.

35




THE NATIONAL
B THENET CENTRES
HAVE THREE MAIN ROLES

2024 2025 2026

B-THENET Platform

Explore our methodology for analysing practices and validating best beeke
practices in more detail:

» Methodology for the analysis of practices

» Validating Best Beekeeping Practices
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OUR TRAINING
METHODOLOGY

WE PROVIDE DISTINCT AND OUR EXCHANGES AND
SPECIALISED TRAINING EDUCATION ACTIVITIES
PROGRAMMES FOR INVOLVE THEORETICAL
AND PRACTICAL IN APIARY
ACTIVITIES
@ g &\—/& « Webinars/ meetings in presence
‘ O%r e On- eld demonstrations
Beekepers . Adwsors

;;Stakeholders
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In the end, all participants receive a training
certi cate that acknowledges their achievement
in B-THENET Best Beekeeping Practices course.

B-THENET'S Micro Credential Certi cate for Advisors

Visit the B-THENET Events Page  to view upcoming training events scheduled in each country!
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