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Prevention of disease transmission when transferring colonies, bees or frames

Carry out
inspections for
honey bee
cdiseases before
transferring
colonies to a
newu location

Checking the health status and
maintaining healthy colonies is >
fundamental for the correct

management of the colony. Carrying ’

out inspections for honeybee

diseases before transferring colonies
is essential first of all to avoid
spreading diseases to other apiaries
as well as to optimise your work.
Sick or weak colonies are not
productive and if they are moved for

honey production it is a waste of
time and work.

Plan the inspection
before movement
Schedule the colony health
check 7—10@ days prior to
transfer (migration, sale,
or exchange). Repeat if the
transfer is delayed or
conditions change.
Inspect the brood area
carefully

Look for irregular brood
patterns, sunken or
perforated cappings,
discolouration, or foul
odour. Perform the
ropiness test if American
foulbrood is suspected.

Examine adult bees
Observe abnormal
behaviour (trembling,
crawling, inability to fly)
and visible signs such as
deformed wings. Check for
Varroa destructor and
related symptoms.

Assess combs and

hive equipment

Inspect frames and hive
parts for mold, faecal
stains, or dark, old combs
that may harbor pathogens.
Avoid transferring
contaminated materials.
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Maintain hygiene and
disinfection

Clean and disinfect hive
tools, gloves, and other
equipment between
colonies using flame or
79°%o alcohol to avoid
cross—contamination.
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\h Document all observations:
1 O~ - _-" date, location, number of
/ S e e === colonies inspected, detected
/ abnormalities, and any
// treatment or action taken.
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Take action if disease
is suspected

Do not move colonies
showing disease
symptoms. Inform the
competent veterinary or
apicultural authority if
notifiable diseases (e.g.,
AFB, EFB) are suspected.

Transfer only healthy

colonies

Proceed with relocation

only when colonies are

confirmed healthy, tools are

\ disinfected, and biosecurity
S 7 requirements are met.

\/isit us Contact us Follouu us

www.bthenet.eu info@bthenet.eu f X In @ @BTHENETProject

, UNIVERSITY OF
HOHENHEIM

Funded by Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European
the European Union Union. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.



https://www.instagram.com/bthenetproject/
https://www.facebook.com/BTHENETProject/
https://www.youtube.com/@BTHENETProject
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bthenetproject/
https://x.com/bthenetproject

